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Every contribution to the Sharon IndianEvery contribution to the Sharon Indian


School Foundation makes a difference!School Foundation makes a difference!


Your generosity funds important culturalYour generosity funds important cultural


preservation efforts and scholarshippreservation efforts and scholarship


opportunities for tribal citizens. Allopportunities for tribal citizens. All
donations are tax deductible. Thank youdonations are tax deductible. Thank you


for your support!for your support!
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Donate Now Via Square OnlineDonate Now Via Square Online
Scan the QR code or visit the link below.Scan the QR code or visit the link below.
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In addition to providing stewardship to theIn addition to providing stewardship to the


Sharon Indian School building, we areSharon Indian School building, we are


dedicated to offering opportunities thatdedicated to offering opportunities that


empower Upper Mattaponi tribal citizens.empower Upper Mattaponi tribal citizens.


Working to preserve traditional knowledge,Working to preserve traditional knowledge,


foster community development, andfoster community development, and


support higher learning, our organizationsupport higher learning, our organization


hopes to instill a sense of pride among ourhopes to instill a sense of pride among our


people. Efforts we proudly support include:people. Efforts we proudly support include:    Sharon Indian School has played an importantSharon Indian School has played an important



role in shaping the cultural identity forrole in shaping the cultural identity for


generations of local tribal citizens. Upongenerations of local tribal citizens. Upon


construction in 1919, dozens of Native Americanconstruction in 1919, dozens of Native American


youth were educated within its' one-roomyouth were educated within its' one-room


structure. When Virginia's Supreme Court ruledstructure. When Virginia's Supreme Court ruled


against segregation in public schools, theagainst segregation in public schools, the


schoolhouse doors were closed in 1965.schoolhouse doors were closed in 1965.  

The federally-recognized Upper Mattaponi IndianThe federally-recognized Upper Mattaponi Indian


Tribe has since reclaimed ownership over theTribe has since reclaimed ownership over the


building, with King William County returning it tobuilding, with King William County returning it to


the tribe in 1987, according to Chief Ray Adams.the tribe in 1987, according to Chief Ray Adams.


Today, it continues to serve the community as aToday, it continues to serve the community as a


space for tribal meetings and cultural gatherings.space for tribal meetings and cultural gatherings.


Sharon Indian School also remains on the VirginiaSharon Indian School also remains on the Virginia


Landmarks Register and the National Register ofLandmarks Register and the National Register of


Historic Buildings, and is the last public IndianHistoric Buildings, and is the last public Indian


school still standing in the Commonwealth.school still standing in the Commonwealth.  

The Sharon Indian School Foundation is aThe Sharon Indian School Foundation is a


501(c)(3) non-profit organization operating501(c)(3) non-profit organization operating


directly out of the historic Sharon Indiandirectly out of the historic Sharon Indian


School building located in beautiful KingSchool building located in beautiful King


William, Virginia. Our mission is to celebrate,William, Virginia. Our mission is to celebrate,


share, and sustain the legacy of the Sharonshare, and sustain the legacy of the Sharon


Indian School and local Upper MattaponiIndian School and local Upper Mattaponi


Indian Tribe. With the focus on educationalIndian Tribe. With the focus on educational


assistance and cultural revitalization, theassistance and cultural revitalization, the


Sharon Indian School Foundation prioritizesSharon Indian School Foundation prioritizes


enriching the lives of tribal citizens andenriching the lives of tribal citizens and


preserving tribal history for the benefit ofpreserving tribal history for the benefit of


future generations to come.future generations to come.

“The Sharon Indian“The Sharon Indian


School foundation helpsSchool foundation helps


me fund my educationme fund my education


through a scholarship,through a scholarship,


and I am immenselyand I am immensely


grateful for thisgrateful for this


contribution. At JMU, Icontribution. At JMU, I


work as the President ofwork as the President of


Native Student Union toNative Student Union to


empower indigenousempower indigenous


voices in highervoices in higher


education. I am also theeducation. I am also the


first person in my familyfirst person in my family
to attend a four-yearto attend a four-year


university and myuniversity and my


success here issuccess here is


important to me so that Iimportant to me so that I


can make my ancestors’can make my ancestors’


and elders’ sacrificesand elders’ sacrifices


worthwhile.”worthwhile.”  

Hannah BrownHannah Brown
Upper Mattaponi TribalUpper Mattaponi Tribal



Citizen and Sharon IndianCitizen and Sharon Indian


School FoundationSchool Foundation



Scholarship RecipientScholarship Recipient

Educational ScholarshipsEducational Scholarships
Cultural PreservationCultural Preservation
Youth ProgramsYouth Programs
Annual Upper Mattaponi Pow WowAnnual Upper Mattaponi Pow Wow

"I am tremendously"I am tremendously


appreciative of theappreciative of the


educational scholarship Ieducational scholarship I


have received from thehave received from the


Sharon Indian SchoolSharon Indian School


Foundation. As a healthFoundation. As a health


services major at VCU,services major at VCU,


this support affords methis support affords me


the opportunity tothe opportunity to


achieve both myachieve both my


academic and futureacademic and future


career goals so that onecareer goals so that one


day I'll be able to giveday I'll be able to give


back and serve my tribalback and serve my tribal


community."community."

Kathryn Soule Kathryn Soule (left)(left)
Upper Mattaponi TribalUpper Mattaponi Tribal
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School FoundationSchool Foundation
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PiperPiper    Real Real (right)(right)
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